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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER CFR § L97(b) 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, § 1.97 and § 1.98, Applicants call to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached substitute PTO Form- 1449 A. 

Copies of the listed documents, other than those documents marked with an asterisk 
adjacent the cite no. in the substitute PTO Form-1449A, are enclosed. The documents marked 
with an asterisk were cited or submitted in U.S. Patent AppHcation No. 09/186,725, filed on 
November 4, 1998, which the present application relies on for an earher effective filing date 
under 35 U.S.C. 120. 

The relevance of the non-English language document, Japanese Patent No. 9-44356, 
cited herein is believed to be explained in U.S. Patent No. 5,870,618 (Fujikawa et al.) issued 
February 9, 1999, which claims priority to Japanese Patent No. 9-44356 issued February 14, 
1997. 

Citation of the above documents shall not be construed as: 

1 . an admission that the documents are necessarily prior art with respect to the 
instant invention; 

2. a representation that a search has been made; or 
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3. an admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in § 1. 56(b). 

No fee is believed required for submission of this information disclosure statement. 
However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees that may be required for 
consideration of this information disclosure statement to Deposit Account No. 50-1767. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
20231, on November 13, 2001. 



Attorney for Applicants 



Date of Signature 



Respectfully submitted, 

David Millers 
Attomey for Applicants 
Reg. No. 37,396 
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